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in the Godhead ; eternal and personal election ; original sin ; ‘particular 
redemption; free justification by the imputed righteousness of Christ; . 
— efficacious grace in regeneration ; the final perseverance of real believers ; 
_ the resurrection of the dead ; the future judgment; the eternal happiness 
of the righteous, and everlasting misery of such as die impenitent ; with 
the congregational order of the churches: 
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On the Bist of May, and the 1st and 2nd of June, | 


_ Maintaining inviolably, the important doctrines of three equal persons sl 


f 
Arasby, and Foxton, Oakham, 
| Rornanp ; Gretton, Clipstone, Guilsborough, Braunston, Wailgrave, | 
Yel Bugbrook, Braybrook, and Northampton, 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ; and Fenny-Stratford, BuCKINGHAM- 
Hunn Dunstable and Luton, Beprorpsurre; and St. Albans, 
Brethren, 
| ‘Turov UGH the good hand of our God upon us, we had an 7 
gh erview with each other at the time and. place ap- 
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satisfaction on learning the general harmony which appeared {o 
prevail through the Churches which compose our Association, 
’ as well as the apparently flourishing state of most of the Con- 
gregations; regret at finding so small an increase of Members, 
and an unusual number of removals by death. With respect 
to the former particular, however, we solace ourselves with the 
hope, that as the seed must have time to take root before 
it springs up, the real state of the Connexion may be less 
discouraging than it appears at first sight, and that secret 
preparations have been making for more visible and decisive 
prosperity. With respect to the latter, we would wish to re- 
member that the keys of the invisible world are in the hands 
of the Redeemer, and that whenever he is pleased to call his 
people out of this world,-the loss is local and temporary, the 
gain absolute and eternal. Among the breaches occasioned by 
death during the last year, we have to lament the removal of 
our excellent Brother MILLs of Sheepshead, whose warm piety, 
social affection, and amiable and consistent deportment, through 
a long series of years, have highly endeared him to this Con- 
nexion. "The absence of that venerable Father in Israel, Brother 
SUTCLIFF, was much lamented, and still more the occasion of 
it—a long, dangerous illness, which it is greatly feared will issue 
in his departure from hence. Should he be spared till this 
Letter falls into the hands of your Churches, their prayers are 
earnestly requested, that a life so endeared by a long series of 
faithful services may yet be continued, as a blessing to the 
Church in general, and to his own Church in particular. The 
frequent and serious indispositions of our most highly revered 
Brother FULLER, have produced in us a deeper concern than 
the delicacy due to his feelings will permit us to express. 
These are circumstances which considerably abate the joy 
which other events might have occasioned, and loudly call for 
humiliation and prayer. 


Having premised these particulars, we proceed to direct 
your attention tq the subject this year selected for your 
consideration. 


The subject on which we addressed you at our last 
| Versary, was the proper method of reading the word of God; 
as a natural sequel to which, we beg leave on the present 


occasion to suggest a few hints of advice respecting the duty 
of hearing it. 


Preaching is an ordinance of God, not entirely confined t@ 
the Christian dispensation. From the Old Testament history 


\- 
~ 
A 
pe 
id 
‘ 


3 


it appears, that Ezra, upon the return of the Jews from Babylon, 
assembled them in the streets of Jerusalem, and ascending a 
stage, or pulpit, for the advantage of being better seen and 
heard, read the law in the ears of the people, and gave the 
interpretation thereof, It is probable that he did little more 
than, agreeable to the natural import of the phrase interpret- 
ation, translate, paragraph by paragraph, the Hebrew original 
into the Syriac, or Chaldee, which had become during a cap- 
tivity of forty years, the vernacular language of the Jews. 
From that time, however, synagogues were erected in all the 
cities throughout Judea, and regular officers appointed to read 


first the Pentateuch, and after the persecution by Antiochus, 


the Prophets, and explain them in ample paraphrases or 
eomments. Such was the origin of preaching. 
| 


When the fulness of time was come for God in his infinite 
mercy to send forth his Son, his appearance was first announced 
by John’s proclaiming in the wilderness, ‘Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord,’ which after a short time was succeeded by the 
personal ministry of Ghrist and his Apostles, with whom the 
dispensation of the gospel, properly speaking, commenced. 
After his resurrection, our Lord extended the commission of 
the Apostles to all nations, saying, Go ai:d teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost ; or as you have it in Mark, Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 


Upon the formation of Christian Churches, an order of men 
was appointed in each Society, for the express purpose of 
preaching the word and administering the sacraments: wherein 
the wisdom and kindness*of the Great Head of the Church is 
eminently conspicuous ; for such are the necessary avocations 
of life, so little the leisure most Christians possess for the 
acquisition of knowledge, and such the deficiency of many in 
the elementary parfs of education, that they will always; under 
God, be chiefly indebted to this appointinent for any extensive 
acquaintance with divine truth. ‘The privilege of reading the 
Scriptures in our native language, is of inestimable value: but 
Were it much more universal than it is, it would not supersede 
the necessity of hearing the word; for there are not only 
difficulties in the Bible which require to be elucidated, and 
seeming Contradictions to be solved; but the living voice of a 
preacher is admirably. adapted to awaken attention, and to 
excite an interest, as well as to apply the general truths of 
revelation to the various cases of Christian experience and the 
regulation of human conduct. When an important subject is 
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presented to an audience, with an ample illustration of it’s 


several parts, it’s practical improvement enforced, and it’s 
relation to the conscience and the heart insisted upon with 
seriousness, copiousness, and fervor, it is adapted in the nature 
of things, to produce a more deep and lasting impression than 
can usually be expected from reading. He who knows ‘how 
forcible are right words,’ and how apt man is to be moved by 
man, has consulted the constitution of our frame, by appointing 
an order of men whose office it is to address their fellow- 
creatures on their eternal concerns. Strong feeling is naturally 
contagious, and if, as the wise man observes, ‘as iron sharpeneth 
iron so doth the countenance of a man his friend;’ the combined 
effect of countenance, gesture, and voice, accompanying a 
powerful appeal to the uuderstanding and the heart, on subjects 
of everlasting moment, can scarcely fail of being great. 


But independent of the natural tendency of the Christian 
ministry to promote spiritual improvement, it derives a peculiar 
efficacy from its being a divine appointment. It is not merely 
a natural, it is also an instituted means of good; and whatever 
God appoints by special authority, he graciously engages to 
bless, provided it be attended to with right dispositions and 
from right motives.- The means of grace are as the words 
import, the consecrated channels in which his spiritual mercies 
flow; and as the communication of spiritual blessings always 
implies an exertion of divine power, so these become the stated 
instrument, or occasion of it’s exercise. These are emphatically 
his ways, in which he is wont to walk with his people. ‘ Thou 
meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that 
remember thee in thy ways.* Though the Spirit bloweth 
where it listeth, where the gospel is-not preached the effects 
of his operation are rarely to be discerned, and we witness 
few or no indications of a renewed character out of the bounds 
of Christendom. From the history of religion in all ages, it 
appears that the Spirit is accustomed to follow in the footsteps 
ef his revealed word, and that wherever his work lies, he 
ge his way by first communicating the oracles of God. 

hen he proposed to take out a people for his name 
among the Gentiles, the first step he took was to commission 
the Apostles to preach the gospel to every creature. To this 
St. Paul most solemnly directs our attention, in his First Epistle 
to the Corinthians, as the grand instrument of human salvation. 
‘When in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not 
God, it pleased him by the foolishness of preaching to save— 
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hem that beli ove? Se intimate, by divine appointment, is the 
connexion betwixt the salvation of man and the ministry of 
the word, that the method of salvation under the gospel derives 
from the latter it’s distinguishing appellation, being denominated 
the hearing of faith. St. Jude in like manner asserts it to be 
the instrumental cause of our regeneration.‘ Of his own will 
begat he us, by the word of truth.’ And to the same purpose 
St. Peter reminds the Christians whom he was addressing, that 
they were born not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 
the word of God, which word, he adds, is by the gospel 
preached unto you. ‘The written word we are told indeed from 
the highest authority is able to make us wise unto salvation, 
and many pleasing instances of it’s saving efficacy might be 
produced to confirm this position: but as the gospel was 
preached before it was penned, it is certain that most of the 
passages which speak on this subject are to be referred to it’s 
public ministry, and that in subsequent ages God has put a 
distinguishing honour upon it, by employing it as the principal 
means of accomplishing his saving purposes. ‘There is every 
reason to suppose that the far greater part of those who have 
been truly sanctified and enlightened, will ascribe the change 
they have experienced principally to the hearing ef faith. 


| 
What a powerful motive results from thence to take heed how 
we hear, It we feel any concern for a share in the great 
salvation, how careful should we be not to neglect the principal 
means of obtaining it. Ii there be a class from whom the 
spiritual beauty and glory of the gospel remain concealed, it 
consists of a description of persons, the very mention of whom 
ought to make us tremble. If our gospel be hid, it is hid ta 
them that are lost. Let no man allow himself to neglect the 
hearing of the word, or hear it in a careless or irreverent 
manner, under the pretence of his having an opportunity of 
reading it in private; since it’s public ministry possesses, 
with respect to it’s tendency to excite the attention and interest 
e heart, Many unquestionable advantages. Besides, such a 
pretence will generally be found to be hollow and disingenuous. 
you observe a person habitually inattentive under an 
awakening, searching ministry, follow him into his retirement, 
anid itmay be confidently predicted you will seldom see. the 
Bible in his hands, or if he overcome his aversion to religion 


80 far as occasionally to peruse-a chapter, it will be in the 
same spirit in which he bears: he will satisfy himself;with 
“ving completed his task, and straightiway go his way and 
orget what manner of man he was. it the general course of 
€ world were as favourable to religion as it is the contrary ; 
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if an intercourse with mankind were a school of piety ; the 
state of such persons would be less hopeless, and there would 
be a greater probability of their being gained without the 
word: but while every thing around us conspires to render 
the mind earthly and sensual, and the world is continually 
moulding and transforming it's votaries, the situation of such as 
attend the means of grace in a careless manner, is unspeakably 
dangerous ; since they are continually exposing themselves to 
influences which corrupt, while they render themselves inac- 
cessible to such are of a salutary operation. What can be 
expected but the death of that patient who takes a course 
which is continually inflaming his disease, while he despises and 
neglects the remedy? When we see men attentive under the 
ministry of the word, and evidently anxious to comprehend it's 
truths, we cannot but entertain hopes of their salvation; for 
faith cometh by hearing, und hearing by the word of God. It 
is observed of the Jews at Berea, that they were more noble 
than those of Thessalonica, because they received the word 
with dil readiness of mind, and searehed the scriptures daily 
fo see whether these things were so; aud the result was such 
as might be expected—a great multitude of them believed, 
Candid and attentive hearers place themselves, so to speak, in 
the way of the Spirit; while those who cannot be prevailed 
wpon to give it serious attention, may most justly be said to 
put the kingdom of God far — them, and judge themselves 
umvorthy of eternal life. To such the awful threatenings 
_ recorded in'the Proverbs are most applicable :— Because I have 
called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and 
no man regarded ; I will laugh at your: calamity, and mock 
when your fear cometh. In such cases, the ministers of the 
gospel can do little more than, like Jeremiah, retire to weep in 
secret places for their pride. i | 


But as we who are assembled on the present occasion consist 
of Ministers and Delegates from a number of associated 
Churehes which we consider ourselves as addressing in these 
our Circular Epistles, we shall confine ourselves, in our sub- 
sequent remarks, to such heads of advice on the duty of hearing 
the word as are appropriate to the character of professing 
Cliristians. We will consider ourselves as addressing such, 
_ and such only, as must be supposed in a judgment of charity, 
to have an experimental acquaintance with divine truth, 


First, Previous to your entering into the house of God, 
seck @ prepared heart, and implore the blessing of God 
the ministry of his word. It may-be presumed that no 
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Christian will ald to preface his attendance on social 
worship with secret prayer. But let the acquisition of a devout 
and serious frame, freed from the cares, vanities, and pollutions 
of the world, accompanied with earnest desires after God and 
the communications of his grace, form a_ principal subject of 
your private devotions. Forget not to implore a blessing on 
the public ministry, that it may accomplish in yourselves and 
to others the great purposes it is designed to answer; and that 
those measures of assistance may be afforded to your ministers 
which shall replenish them with light, love, and liberty, that 
they may speak the mystery of the gospel as it ought to be 
spoken. Pastors and people would both derive eminent ad- 
vantages from such a practice; they in their capacity of exhibit- 
ing, you in your preparation for receiving, the mysteries of the 
gospel, As the duties of the closet have the happiest tendency, 
by solemnizing and elevating the mind, to pyepare for those of 
the sanctuary; so the conviction of your having borne your 
minister on your heart before a throne of grace, would, apart 
from every other consideration, dispose him to address you 
with augmented zeal and tenderness. We should consider it 
_as such a token for good, as well as such an unequivocal proof 

of pont attachment, as would greatly animate and support us 

er|pll our discouragements., 


Secondly, Establish n your minds the highest reverence and 
tsteem of the glorious gospel. Recollect the miracles wrought 
to confirm it, the sanction, the awful sanction, by which a due 
reception of it is enforced, and the infinite value of that blood 
by which it’s blessings were ratified and procured. Receliect 
that on it’s acceptance or rejection, on the effects which it pro- 
duces on the heart and life, depends our state for eternity ; 
since there are no other means devised for our recovery, no 
other name given under heaven by which we can be saved be- 
sides that which it exhibits. It is not merely the incorruptible 
seed of regeneration; it is also the mould in which our'souls 
must he cast, agreeable to the Apostle’s beautiful metaphor : 
Ye have obeyed Jrom the heart that form or mould of doctrine 
into which ye were delivered. In order to our bearing the 
image of Christ, who is the first-born among many brethren, it 
is Necessary to receive it's impress in every part; nor is there 
any thing in us what it ought to be, any thing truly excellent, but 
Proportion to it’s conformity to that pattern. It’s operation 
8 NOt toxbe'confined to time or place: it is the very element 
‘lM which the Christian is appointed to live, and to receive con- 

nual accessions of spiritual strength and. purity, until he is 
Presented faultless in the presence of the divine glory. The 
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more you esteem the gospel, the more will you be attached to 
that ministry in which it’s doctaines are developed and it's duties 
explained and inculcated ; because in the present state of the 
world, it is the chief, though not the only means of possessing 
yourselves of it’s advantages. ‘To tremble at God's word js 
also mentioned as one of the most essential features in the 
character of him to whom God will look with approbation, 


Thirdly, Hear the word with attention. If you are con. 
vinced of the justice of the preceding remarks, nothing further 
is requisite to convince you of the propriety of this advice, 
since they all combine to enforce it. We would only remark in 
general, that the knowledge derived from a discourse depends 
entirely upon attention, in exact proportion to which will be 
the progress made by a mind of a given capacity. Not to listen 
with attention, is the same thing as to have ears which hear 
not, and eyes which see not. While you are hearing, whatever 
trains of thought of a foreign and extraneous nature obtrude 
themselves, should be resolutely repelled. In the power of 
fixing the attention, the most precious of the intellectual habits, 
mankind differ greatly ; but every man possesses some, and it 
will increase the more it is exerted. He who exercises no 
discipline over himself in this respect, acquires such a volatility 
of mind, such a vagrancy of.imagination, as dooms him to be 
the sport of every mental vanity: it is impossible such a man 
should attain to true wisdom. If we cultivate on the contrary 
a habit of attention, it will become natural, thought will strike . 
it's roots deep, and we shall by degrees experience no difficulty 
in foilowing the track of the largest connected discourse. As 
we find it easy to attend to what interests the heart, and the 
pre 2 naturally follow the course of the affections, the best 
antidote to habitual inattention to religious instruction, is, the 
love of the truth. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
and to hear it attentively will be a pleasure, not a task. 


The practice of sleeping in places of worship, a practice, we 
believe, not prevalent in any other places of public resort, is 
not pniy a gross violation of the advice we are giving, but most 
distressing to ministers, and most disgraceful to those who in- 
‘dulge it. If the Apostle indignantly inquires of the Corinthians, 
whether they had not houses to eat bad to drink in, may we not 
with equal propriety ask those who indulge in this practice, 
whether they have not beds to sleep in, that they cdnvert the 
house of God into a dormitory. A little self denial, a very 
gentle restraint on the appetite, would in most cases put a stop 
to this abomination; and with what propriety can he pretend 
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to desire the sincere milk of the word, who cannot be prevailed 
upon one day out of seven, to refrain from the glutting which 
absolutely disqualifies bim for receiving it. 


Fourthly, Hear the word of God with impartiality.. To be 
partial in the law was a crime formerly charged upon the Jewish 
riests, nor is it less sinful in the professors of Christianity. 
There is a class of hearers who have their favorite topics, to 
which they are so immotlerately attached that they are ¢ffended 
if they are net brought forward on alf occasions ; while there 
are others of at least equal importance, which they, can seldom 
be prevailed upon to listen to with patience. Some are never 
leased but with doctrinal statements: they are in faptures 
while the preacher is insisting on the doctrines of grace, and 
the privileges of God's people; but when he proceeds to in- 
culeate the practical improvement of these doctrines, and the 
necessity of adorning the profession of them by the virtues of 
a holy hfe, their countenances fall, and they make no secret of 
their disgust. Others are all for practical preaching, while 
they have no relish for that truth which can alone sanctify the 
heart. But as it is a symptom of a diseased state of body to 
be able to relish only one sort of food, it is not less of the mind 
to have a taste for only one sort of instruction. It is difficult 
to suppose that such persons love the word of God as the word 
of God; for if they did, every part of it, in it’s due proportion 
and it's proper place, would e acceptable. It is possible, in 
consequence of the various exigencies of the Christian life, 
that there may be seasons to which some views of divine truth 
may be ape sued, and on that account heard with su- 
perior advantage and delight: but this is perfectly consistent 
with an impartial attachment to the whole of revelation. But 
tofeel an habitual distaste to instruction the most solid and 
scriptural unless it be confined to a few favorite topics, is an 


infallible indication of a wrong state of mind. It is only by 


yielding the soul to the impression of every divine communica- 
hou and discovery, t':at the several graces which enter into the 
composition of the new creature are nourished and sustained. 
As the perfection of the Christian system results from the 
metry of it’s several parts, in which there is nothing re- 
undant, nothing disproportioned, and nothing defective; so 


the beauty of the Christian character consists in it’s exhibiting 


= adequate impress and representation of the whole. If there 
ha any particular branch of the word of God to which we are 
abitually indisposed, we may generally conclude that is pre- 
y the part which we most need; and instead of indulging 
— distaste, we ought seriously to set ourselves to correct the 
mental aren which has given occasion to it, 
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In some instances the partiality to certain views of truth to 


_~ the exclusion of others of which we are complaining, may arise 


not so much from moral disorder as from a deficiency of religious 
knowledge, and that contraction of mind which is it’s usual 
consequence. We would earnestly exhort persons of this de- 
scription not to make themselves the standard, nor attempt to 
confine their ministers to the first principles of the oracles 
of God. There are in most assemblies some who are 
capable of digesting strong meat, whose improvement ought 
to be consulted; and it behoves such as are not, instead of 
abridging the provisions of the family, to endeavour to enla 

their knowledge, and extend their inquiries. A Christian 
Minister is compared by our Lord to a great houscholder, who 


Fifthly, Hear the word with constant self-application. Hear 
hot for others, but for yourselves. What should we think of a 
person who, after accepting an invitation to a feast, and taking 
his place at the table, instead of partaking of the repast, 
amused himself with speculating on the nature of the provisions, 
or the manner in which they were prepared, and their adaptation 
to the temperament of the several guests, without tasting a 
single article? ‘Such, however, is the conduct of those who 
hear the word without applying it to themselves, or considering 
the aspect it bears on their individual character. Go te 
the house of God with a. serious expectation and desire of 
meeting with something suited to your particular state, some- 
thing that shall lay the axe to the root of your corruptions, 
mortify your easy besetting sin, and confirm the graces in which 
you are most deficient. A little attention will be sufficient to 
give you that insight into your character which will teach what 
you need, what the peculiar temptations to which you are ex- 
posed, and on what account you feel most shame and humiliation 
before God. Every one may know, if he pleases, the plague 
of hisownheart. Keep your eye upon it while you are hearing, 
and eagerly lay hold of whatever is best adapted to heal and 
correct it. Remember that religion is a personal thing, an 
individual concern ; for every one of us must give an account of 


himself to God, and every man bear his own burden. Is not my 


word as a fire, saith the Lord, end as a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces? — lf such be it’s power and eflicacy, lay 


our hearts opey to it, and expose them fully to the stroke of 
Ane hammer and the action of the’ fire. Do rat imagine because 


you are tolerably well acquainted with the system of the gosp 
you have therefore nothing to learn, and that your only obligation 
‘to attend it’s ministry arises from the necessity of setting am 
example. It is probable your knowledge is much more 
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than you suppose ; but if it be not, it is a great mistake to 


imagine the only advantage derived from hearing is the acqui- 
sition of new truths. There is a spiritual perception infinitely 
more important than the knowledge which is merely speculative. 
The latter is at most but a means to the former, and this per- 
- eeption is not confined to new propositions. It is frequently, 

nay, more frequently, attached to truths already known; and 
when they are faithfully and affectionately exhibited, they are 
the principal means of calling into action, and strengthening 
the habits of internal grace. Love, joy, humility, heavenly- 


mindedness, godly sorrow for sin, and holy resolutions against — 


it, are not promoted so much by novel gM ee as by 
placing in a just and affecting light the acknowledged truths 
of the gospel, and thereby stirring up the mind by way of re- 
membranee. Whilst I am in this tabernacle, said Peter, I will 
not be negligent to put you in remembrance of these things, 
though ye know them, and are established in the present truth. 
We appeal to the experience of every real Christian, whether 
the sweetest and most profitable seasons he has enjoyed have 
not been those in which he is conscious of having learned 
no new truth, strictly speaking, but was indulged with spiritual 
and transforming views of the plain unquestionable discoveries 
of the gospel. As the word of God is the food of souls, so 
it corresponds to that character in this respect among others— 
that the strength and refreshment it imparts, depends not upon 
it’s novelty, but upon the nutritious properties it possesses. It 
‘is a sickly appetite only which craves incessant variety. 


_ . Sixthly, Hear with candour. The indulgence of a nice and 
fastidious taste, is as adverse to the improvement of the hearer 
as it is to the comfort of the minister. Considering the variety 
of our avocations, the necessity we are under of addressin 
(you in all states of mind, and sometimes on the most unexpect 
' ecasions, if we could not rely on your candour our situation 
would be-scarcely tolerable. Where the general tendency of a 
discourse is good, and he instruction delivered weighty and 
solid, it is the part of candour to overlook imperfections in the 
composition, manner, or elocution of the speaker, imitating in 
. this.respect the example of the Galatians, of whom Paul testi- 
fies that they did not despise his temptation which was in the 
me unhappy peculiarity in his speech or countenance, 
We may suppose, which exposed him to the derision of the 
wafeeling. ‘The Lord, by the mouth of Isaiah, severely censures 
Such as make a man an offender for a word, a fault too preva- 
tin many of our churches, especially among such as are the 


informed and judicious; for the disposition to sit in 


jndgment _ the orthodoxy of ministers, is usually ‘in an 
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inverse proportion to the ability. Be not hasty in concluding 
that a preacher is erroneous because he may chance to use g 
word or a phrase not exactly suited to your taste and com. 
prehension. It is very possible the idea it is intended to 
convey may perfectly accord with your own sentiments; but if 
it should not, it is equally possible the propriety of it may be 
vindicated by considerations with which you are not acquainted, 
Be not many masters, many teachers, saith St. James, knowin 

ye shall receive the greater condemnation. Hear the word of 
God less in the spirit of judges than of those who shall be 
judged by it. If you are not conscious of your need of re. 
ligious instruction, why elect pastors and teachers for that 
purpose; but if you are, how inconsistent is it to indulge that 
spirit of cavil and censure which can have no other effect than 
to deter your ministers from the faithful discharge of their 
office, from declaring the whole counsel of God. In most 
dissenting congregations there is one or more persons, who 
value themselves on their skill in detecting the unsoundness of 
ministers, and who when they hear a stranger, attend less with 
a view to spiritual improvement than to pass their verdict, 
which they expect shall be received as decisive. It is almost 
unnecessary to add that they usually consist of the most ignorant, 
conceited, and irreligious part of the society. Such a disposition 
should as much as possible be discouraged and suppressed. 


Receive with meekness the engraftcd word, which is able to 
save your souls. Despise not men of plain talents, who preach 
the truth, and appear to have your eternal welfare at heart. 
If you chuse to converse with your fellow-christians on what 
you have been hearing, a practice which if rightly conducted 
may be very edifying, let your conversation turn more upon the 
tendency, the spiritual beauty and glory of those great things of 
God which have engaged your attention, than on the merit of 
the preacher. We may readily suppose that Cornelius and his 
friends, after hearing Peter, employed very few words in dis- 
cussing the oratorical talents of that great Apostle; any more 
than the three thousand, who at the day of Pentecost were 
pricked to the heart: their minds were too much occupied by 
the momentous truths they had been listening to, to leave room 
for such reflections. Yet this is the odky kind of religious 
conversation, (if it deserve the appellation,) in which too many 
professors engage. ‘Give me, (says the incomparable Fenelon,) 
the preacher who imbues my mind with such a love of the word 
of God as makes me desirous of hearing it from any mouth. 


When your ministers are exposing a particular vice, and 
endeavouring to deter from it by the sietives which reason 


. 
> 
nd 
- 
ry ts 
: 
tee ae . 


| 


| 
revelation supply, =F against a suspicion of their being 
personal. That they ought not to be so, we readily admit ; 
that is, that they ought a to descend to such a minute speci- 
fication of circumstances as shall necessarily direct the attention 
to one or more individgals; but if they are not at liberty to 
int their arrows particular. vices among them; or are 
expected, lest they s ould wound, to make a courteous apology, 
bywassuring the audience of their hope and conviction that-none 
among them are implicated ; they had better seal up their lips 
ip perpetual silence. It is a most indispens: ble part of our 
ofice to warn sinners of every description, and that we may 
not beat the air, to attack particular sins, as weil as sin in the 


abstract; and if without our intending it an individual suspects | 


he is personally aimed at, he merely bears an involuntary 
testimony to our skill. 


Seventhly, Hear the word with a sincere resolution of obeying 
it. Jf ye know these things, said our Lord, happy are ye if 
ye do them.—He that heareth these sayings of mine and doeth 
them, I will liken him to\a man who built his house upon a rock. 
To be a forgetful hearer (of the word, and not a doer, is to for- 
feit all the advantages of the Christian dispensation, which is 
imparted solely with a view to practice. ‘The doctrine of faith 
is published with a design to produce the obedience of faith in 
allnations. ‘The doctrine of repentance is nothing more or less 
tian the command of God thatall men every where should repent, 
If we are reminded, that he who in times past spake to the 
fathers by the Prophets hath in these last dcys spoken unto us by 


his Son, it is that we may be admonished not to refuse him that 


speaketh. If we are taught the supreme dignity and exaltation 
of Christ as a Mediator, it is that every knee may bow, and 
every tongue confess that he is Lord. If the Apostles, :having 
the mind of Christ, faithfully imparted it, it was that the 
same mind may be in us, to purify our passions and regulate 
_ ourconduct. We can scarcely imagine a greater impertinence, 
than to hear the word with apparent seriousness without in- 


concealing, under an air of reverence and submission, a deter- 
mination to rebel, and, in the language of the Prophet, a héart 


bent on backslidhhg. ‘To suppose the Supreme Being pleased — 


with such a mode of attendance, is to impute to him a conduct 
which it would be an insult to ascribe to a fellow-creaturé; for 
but the weakest of mortals, under the character of a 
Master or a sovereign, would be gratified with the profound 
while en attention with which his commands were heard, 

| there existed a fixed resolution not toobey. Remember, 
Brethren, the practical tendency of every Christian 
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tending to comply Bare directions. It is'a solemn mockery,’ 


ol 


yrs 


ESE: 


| 


=, 


° 


=. 
e 


Lag. 


2 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
of 
| 


_ no artifice nor stratagem which his capacious intellect can sug 
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doctrine: remember that the ministry of the gospel is fhe 
appointed instrument of forming the spirits of men to faith 
and obedience ; and that, consequently, the utmost attention 
and assiduity in hearing it is fruitless and unavailing: which 


falls to produce that effect. 


_ Finally, Be carefulafter you have heard the word, to retain end 
perpetuate it's impressions. Meditate, retire, digest it in your 
thoughts, turn it into prayer; in a word, spare no pains to 
fasten it upou your hearts. You have read, dear Brethren, of 
those to whom the gospel was preached as well as to us, but the 
word did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them 
that heard it, Endeavour to exert upow it distinct and 
vigorous actsPof faith, and thereby to mingle and _ incor- 
porate it with all the powers of the mind, and all the springs 
of action. But this you can never accomplish without deep and 


. serious reflection, for want of which, it is too often left loose, : 


and exposed like uncovered seed, which the fowls of Heaven 
easily pick up and devour, Then cometh thet wicked one, says our 
Lord, and taketh it out of his heart and he becometh unfruitful. 
How many hearers, by engaging in worldly conversation, or 
giving way to a vain and unprofitable train of thought when 
they leave the sanctuary, lose the impressions they had re- 
ceived, instead of conducting themselves like persons who 
have just been put in possession of a treasure which they are 
anxious to secure from depredation. If Satan watches for an 
opportunity of taking the word out of our hearts, what remains 
but that we oppose vigilance to vigilance, and effort to effort, and 
since the prize contended for by the powers of darkness is our 
souls, what a melancholy reflection will it be, if the disinterested 


_ malice of our enemies renders them vigilant and active in seeking 


their destruction, while we are careless and negligent in seeking 
their salvation. Satan, conscious that the word of God is 
capable of elevating us to*that pinnacle of happiness from 
whence he fell, contemplates it's success with alarm, and spares 


gest to obstruct it’s progress, and if we, by our criminal negl- 
gence, turn his ally against ourselves, we shall be guilty of that 
roligy of folly and infatuation, which is equally condemned ¢ 
y the councils of heaven, and the machivations of hell. 


Signed, in behalf ‘of the Association, 


NICHOLLS, MoDERATOR. 
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Tuesday Evening vi.—Brother Hatt, Pastor of the Church where the 
—_—. was assembled, engaged in prayer ; Brother Nicno.uts of Col- 
lingham was chosen Moderator, the Letters from the we Tee read ; 


and Brother Futier of Kettering concluded with prayer. 


Wednesday Morning, vii—Met for prayer. The Brethren Cuown, Bur- 
pert, MILLAR, Burton, jun. and two others engaged. 


At the same time, a Meeting was held for transacting the business of 
the Provident Society, when the second year’s Subscriptions were received ; 
J.C. Gorcn, Esq. and Rev. J. K. Haut, of Kettering, were appointed 
Treasurer and Secretary for the ensuing year; and asthe Rules of the So- 
ciety were considered capable of improvement, a Committee of Inquiry 
was chosen, who should report the result at the earliest Ministers’ Meeting, 
previous to their. being printed for the use of the Members. | 


Wednesday Morning’, hal/-past x.—Assembled for Public Worship. Bro- 
ther Wueener of Bugbrook prayed; Brother BLUNDELL of Northampton 
reached, from Luke vii. 16. “4 great prophet is risen up among us.”— 
rother Futienr of Kettering followed, from ‘Titus i. 15. “‘ Unto the pure 
all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing 
pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.”—Brother Evans, Pastor 
of the Church at Blaby, concluded with prayer, 


Between the Afternoon and Evening Services, the Ministerg and Mes- 
sengers assembled in the Vestry, to read the Circular Letter, written by 
Brother RosertT HALL, which was approved. Brother Happon of 
Naseby resigned the office of ‘Treasurer of the Association Fund, and 
received the Thanks of the Association for his services: Brother Lomax 


of Nottingham was appointed to succeed him. : 


j Wednesday Evening, vi—Brother FRANKLIN of Coventry prayed ; Brother 
Dante.ts of Luton preached, from 1 Cor. i, 23. “‘ We preach Christ cru- 
sified Brother Anperson of Dunstable concluded with prayer. 


Tharadey Morning, vii—Brother Burton of Forton prayed; a few of 
the Minist rs related their experience during the past year ;' and Brother 
of Collingham concluded with prayer. 


The Ministers and Messengers then proceeded to scttle the business of 
the Fund, and to make arrangements for the next Association, which it 
was agreed should be he held at Luton, in Whitsun-week, 1815, ‘when the 
Brethren Currniss of Arnsby and Haus of Leicester are expected to preach. 
Comfortable accommodations will be provided at the Red Lion. It was 

ed that the subject of the next Letter should be, The Situation of the 


Pidows and Orphans of Christian Ministers, with a view to direct the atten- 


awe Christians to the Provident and Benevolent Society recently instituted : 
eer Feuver of Kettering was requested to write it. The Association 
Was then concluded with prayer by the. Moderator. 
| 
TTERING, ‘Tuesday, October 4, 1814; | 
LY WALGRAVE, Wednesday, October 5, 1814; | 
HAMP' ON, Wednesday, November 23, 1814; 
luesday in Easter week, 1815; 
LIPSTONE, Wednesday in Easter week, 1815. 
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State of the Churches since the lage, Mesociation, 


CHURCHES 


IN THE 


PASTORS 
of the 


ASSUCIATION.| cuoncues. 


INCREASE. 


Arnsby, Cuttrivss,.. 
Blaby,..... ne B. Evans, 
Braunston,’. Norman, . 
-Braybrook,....... 
_Bugbroek, ....... W heeler,. 


ton- upon-Trent 


Received by Letter... 6.5... 45 


Clear »Ine 


ingham, Nicholls, . 
Dunstable, ....... Anderson, 
Fenny Stratford,. . 

Foxton, .:........ |} Burton,.. 
Gretton,..... || Semipter, . 
Guilsborough ... E 
Fuller, . 
}| Hall, . 
Loscoe, ete Fléte her,. 
Berridge, 
|| Jarvis,. 
Northampton,... Blundell, . 
Nottingham,..... Jarman, 
Oakham,......... ||, Millar 
Sutcliff, .. 
Road,............ || Heighton, 
Shee shead, ...... 
_Southwell,........ |} Musson,.. 
St. Albans,....... Carter,. 
Sutton Ashfield,... || Burton, . 
Sutton-in-the-Elms,. || B arditt, 
Swanwick, ....... Fletcher, , 
Walgrave,........ Payne,.. sie 
INCREASE. 
Baptized, 


99 


DECRKFASE, 
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1 |— — 107 
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| ‘ane at Loscoe and Swanwick, DERBYSRIRE; Sutton 


MAMSHIRE ; 


+ 
e 


g 


Christian Ministers, 


THE 


CIRCULAR LETTER. peed 


FROM THE 


TERS AND MESSENG ERS 


OF THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCH ES 


| 


Northamptonshire Association, 


| ASSEMBLED AT LUTON, 
On the and 18th May, 
‘18165: 


aviolably, the important thten 


persons in the Godhead ; eternal = personal election ; original sin ; 
2 9 army redemption ; free justification by the imputed ‘righteousness 

Christ ; efficacious e in regeneration; the final perseverance 
o real believers ; the resurrection of the dead; the future judgment ; 


by happiness of the righteous, and everlasting misery of pack 


ale impenitent; with the congregational order of the churches: 
the several Churches they represent-—/ 
well, -Tuent, and Nottingham, Norns. 


Sheepshead, 
RUTLAND; on, Clipstone Guilsboroug 
algrave, Kettering, Moulton, R oad, Bugbrook, 
brook, and Northampton, ‘Olney and Fenny- 
Stratford, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE; Dunstable and Luton, 
anid St. Albans, 


Dear 


Sutton-in-the- Elms 


TRROHIRE ; Oukham, R 
Braunston, Wi 


so? 


of the alarming illness of our venerable brother; 


the last. annual medting, we.we were with the 


Mr. an illness which soon. after terminated 
at the present we have to deplore our 
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The Situation of ida Widows and Or rphans of ee 
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